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The English Curriculum

Significant changes to the English curriculum almost 
10 years ago placing greater emphasis on grammar, 

punctuation and spelling.

• Phonics (Sound à blend à read à write)
• Common exception words (Read à write)
• Reading (Decode à comprehend à infer)
• Grammar (Word classes, conjunctions, tense)
• Punctuation (Capital letters, full stops, question and 

exclamation marks, )
• Writing – Using all above to construct sentences 

and apply into longer, extended pieces.



The English Curriculum

Children are assessed across three areas in 
English at the end of KS2:

• v

Reading              Writing (TA)            SPaG



End of KS2 – Y6

• 20 word spelling test linked to 
spelling rules and patterns 
taught across the KS1 and 2 
curriculum.

• 50 question grammar and 
punctuation paper. Children 
must be able to show they 
have this knowledge, as well 
as apply it independently into 
their writing.



Where Does It Begin?

• Word 
Classes

• Basic 
Punctuation

• Sentence 
Types



What do the children
need to know?

• More 
complex 
punctuation

• Grammatical 
Structures



Writing – The Expected 
Standard

Apply everything from the 
previous slides into their 
writing.

Large emphasis on the use of 
punctuation & grammar 
elements, spelling and 
handwriting. 

While ensuring these are 
evident – still having good 
writing composition skills and 
ensuring what they write flows 
and makes sense.



Writing – The Expected 
Standard

Expectation that 
handwriting is legible, 

joined and cursive.



Teaching SPaG

• Taught as a mixture of discrete lessons – core 
skills and during writing sessions

• Sheets to practise for homework 

• Fast Five retrieval at the start of each session



Teaching Writing

• All the previous learning around phonics, reading, spelling, 
grammar and punctuation are combined to help children become 
confident writers.

• Through modelling, shared writing and supported writing, children 
are encouraged to construct sentences, paragraphs and then 
narratives with increasing independence.

• Writing may be based on children’s own experiences or on fictional 
or non-fiction pieces they have read in class.

• As they develop, children are encouraged to check and improve 
their own work.

• Understand writing for different purposes and provide evidence of 
different genres.



Teaching Spelling

• Weekly spelling lessons focused on that 
week’s spelling rule or pattern.

• Three of the week / Identified vocabulary 
linked to statutory word lists

• Spelling Journals – informal jotters to 
practise spellings in different ways. 

• ’Have a go’ pads to encourage resilience 
and that ‘have a go’ attitude.

• Weekly spelling tests – Spelling frame



Year 5/6 Word List



How can Parents support the   
development of writing at home?

• Help your child to learn weekly spellings 
• Practise spelling of common exception words (back of reading 

journal)
• Support with completion of grammar or writing homework.
• Encourage your child to check the use of capital letters and full 

stops and spellings in the written work they do at home. 
• Word games – examples on these on our school website English 

page.



The Website:

• Selection of useful 
links and pages about 
the school English 
curriculum.



Useful Documents …



Classroom visits

• UKS2 classroom visits to see the children 
taking part in a range of English activities 
linked to SPaG and how these can be applied 
into writing activities.

• Hopefully provide you with practical ideas 
about how you can help to support the 
development of English skills at home too.

• Feel free to move around the groups and 
interact with the children – ask the staff any 
questions you might have.


